[Etiological profile of digital necrosis of the upper limbs: analysis of 25 cases].
To investigate the etiologies of the upper limb digital necrosis based on a retrospective analysis of 25 cases. We retrospectively reviewed the medical records of patients treated for digital necrosis of the upper limb in four departments of internal medicine from January 1997 to December 2003. There were 16 women and nine men, mean age 55 years. Eleven patients were smokers. Raynaud's phenomenon was noted in 12 cases. Connective tissue diseases were the most common cause (nine cases), all of them were women. The second cause was atherosclerosis (five cases) and Buerger's disease (five cases). In the other cases, the following diagnoses were found: vasculitis (three cases) and neoplasm (two cases). No cause could be identified in one female smoker. Digital necrosis is a common symptom, revealing a vascular pathology. Its causes are diverse. In women, it first suggests a connective tissue disease whereas in men, a diffuse arteriopathy. The etiological diagnosis strategy should consider drug intake, anamnesis and Raynaud's phenomenon history. However, in all cases the etiology investigations should not delay the treatment in order to preserve functional prognosis.